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Dionne Phillips Bagsby—An educator by training and avocation, Bagsby was the first 
woman and first minority member elected to the Tarrant County Commissioners Court. She 
was a pioneer educator that worked for peaceful integration of the Fort Worth Independent 
School District. Bagsby brought significant change through skillful advocacy and negotiations, 
including expanded public hospital facilities throughout Tarrant County, many bearing the 
name of women, and all providing greater access to quality health care. 
 
Mable Chandler and Florence Phelps (not pictured) – Interested Women of Dallas—
Mable Chandler and Florence Phelps were the founders of Interested Women of Dallas, a 
group of strong black women who worked to open local department stores and restaurants to 
blacks. Mable and Florence recruited 300 black women in the Dallas area to close their charge 
accounts and burn their credit cards to boycott the stores that would not allow them to try on 
clothes. After a decline in sales, store owners lifted the ban. 
  
Mattie Peterson Compton—To the city of Fort Worth, Mattie is known as a “woman of 
firsts”. These firsts include: First African American City Attorney for Fort Worth, the first 
African American woman law clerk, and first female attorney for the Fort Worth Division of 
United States Division of United States Attorney’s Office.   
 
Eleanor Eugenia Nelson Conrad—During the 60s, Mrs. Conrad worked tirelessly for equal 
rights and the improvement of life for African Americans and other minorities by taking an 
active role in sit-ins and demonstrations in downtown Dallas. During the Dallas Independent 
School District desegregation years, she was a member of the panel “American Women,” an 
inter-racial ecumenical group that presented programs throughout the state to foster the 
understanding of racial, religious and cultural differences.  In 1972, she became the first 
African American Foreman of the Dallas County Grand Jury. 
 
Juanita S. Craft—Juanita Craft was a pioneer in the Civil Rights Movement. Juanita became 
the NAACP Dallas Membership Chair in 1942 and established 182 rural NAACP chapters. Craft 
played a crucial role in integrating two universities (University of Texas and North Texas 
State College), the 1954 Texas State Fair, and Dallas theaters, restaurants, and lunch counters.  
She was the first black woman to vote in Dallas. In 1975, at the age of 73, she was elected to 
the Dallas City Council. 
 
Dr. Yvonne A. Ewell (not pictured)—As a former teacher, consultant, principal, associate 
superintendent, desegregation monitor, and member of numerous boards of trustees, Dr. 
Ewell was a trailblazer in education. The Yvonne A. Ewell Townview Center is named in her 
honor. She was a former school board member and visionary who brought the concept of this 
magnet center to fruition.   
 
Minnie Flanagan (not pictured)—Minnie Flanagan, black civil-rights leader, was very active 
in the civic affairs of the city of Dallas. She served on the National Metropolitan Council of 
Negro Women and with the Dallas Negro Chamber of Commerce. In the 1950s she opened the 
Oak Cliff Youth Center, thus providing a place for Dallas teenagers to meet on weekends. She 
also organized and participated in demonstrations against segregated cafeterias and public 
facilities in Dallas. 
 
Kathlyn C. Gilliam—Kathlyn C. Gilliam has devoted more than 50 years of her life as an 
advocate for improved opportunities in education, civil rights and community development. 
She began her long career of service as President of the Colored Parents and Teachers 
Association.  Ms. Gilliam was the first African American female to be elected to the DISD Board 
of Trustees and first African American to be elected President of the Board. As part of her 
dedication to ‘community empowerment,’ Mrs. Gilliam was a founding member of Clean South 
Dallas.  
 
Erma C. Johnson Hadley—Erma is known as a “woman of firsts”. These firsts include: first 
African American Woman Chairman, of both the Tarrant County Hospital District Board of 
Managers and the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, and first African American 
woman to serve as Chancellor of the Tarrant County Community College. She built Visions 
Unlimited, a program in collaboration with homeless shelters and agency service providers 
for the homeless where more than 75 homeless students have been enrolled in the program. 
 
Elsie Faye Heggins—Elsie Faye Heggins’ political victories included stopping the mass 
housing demolition and displacement in the South Dallas-Fair Park area and blocked a plan to 
build I-45 through southern Dallas without off-ramps. She won a $15 million flood-control 
project for the Lower Peaks Branch neighborhood. Mrs. Heggins, a City Council Member from 
1980 to 1984, ushered in an era of new representation, bringing the disenfranchised into the 
city’s power structure. 
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Annie Mae Hunt—Known as a black entrepreneur and activist, Annie Mae Hunt, co-
authored a book with Ruthe Winegarten in the early 80s. The book, entitled I am Annie Mae, 
is the story of her life and struggles. The story resonated with many African American 
women dealing with the same struggles during that time period. She served as a board 
member of the Democratic Women of Dallas County and the Texas Black Caucus.  
    
Sandra Dorsey Malone—Sandra is a retired public school educator and administrator 
serving the bulk of her career with the Dallas Independent School District. There she served 
as classroom teacher, Director of Testing, Internal Desegregation Monitor and Assistant 
Superintendent- South and West Dallas Learning Centers-[desegregation centers ordered by 
the Federal Court].  
 
Beverly K. Mitchell-Brooks, Ph.D.—She served as Director of the Martin Luther King 
Center, Executive Director of the Greater Dallas Community Relations Commission, and  
Director of Public Affairs for DART where she worked with the community to bring the first 
cross town bus route (Route 66) to Oak Cliff. In 1990, she became the first woman to head 
the Dallas Urban League in its 33-year history. Under her leadership, the League 
implemented the city’s first “Building Bridges of Understanding” program. 
 
Mattie Nash—Mattie Nash served on the Dallas City Council from 1991-1993. Nash was a 
well known figure in the city. She was a homemaker who represented portions of West, 
North and South Dallas in District Six. Her early political and social career involved launching 
petition drives to bring water, sewer service, paving, and gas to her neighborhood. Nash 
fought to improve housing while chairing the Council's Housing Committee. The Dallas Park 
and Recreation Department's Nash-Davis Recreation Center is named in her honor. 
 
Diane Ragsdale—A South Dallas native, Diane Ragsdale is the Managing Director of the 
South Dallas/Fair Park Innercity Community Development Corporation (ICDC). Mentored by 
the late Juanita Craft, Ragsdale was appointed to the Dallas City Plan Commission by the late 
Councilwoman Elsie Faye Heggins. A staunch advocate for planned economic development 
and neighborhood self-determination, in 1984, Ragsdale was elected to the Dallas City 
Council where she served until 1991.  She was elected Deputy Mayor Pro Tem in 1987. 
 
Thelma Paige Richardson (not pictured)—Thelma Paige Richardson was a teacher at 
Booker T. Washington High School. In 1942, she and the Negro Teacher Alliance of Dallas 
filed a lawsuit against the Dallas Public School System demanding equalization of pay based 
on merit and tenure. The school district denied that any discrimination existed. With the help 
of the NAACP, she won the case and increased general awareness of discrimination in the 
public school system. 
 
Dr. Gleniece Robinson—Robinson was the first African American woman to head a major 
city library, so it was not surprising that she was among the first to volunteer to attend the  
all-white Foley High School, southeast of Mobile, Ala., when the school was forced to 
desegregate. She automatically became an outcast at age 16. Robinson says she walked the 
two miles to school every day rather than taking the bus because white students would not 
let her sit down. Robinson currently serves as Director of the Fort Worth Public Library. 
 
DeMetris A. Sampson—Ms. Sampson is the first African American woman to become a 
partner in a majority firm in Dallas. In 2001, she worked in conjunction with the Chamber, 
the Dallas Citizens Council and the Committee for Fair Council Pay to develop and implement 
southern sector strategy for the successful 2001 Dallas City Council pay referendum. She 
recently co-chaired the successful 2002 Better Schools, Better Dallas - DISD bond campaign. 
 
Honorable Joan R. Tarpley—Joan attended Southern Methodist University Law School 
where she received her Juris Doctor Degree as the first African American woman to graduate 
from the law school. She went on to become the first African American woman judge in 
Dallas County in 1975. The Governor of Texas appointed Joan as the first African American 
woman State District Judge in Texas. 
 
Clarice Tinsley—Clarice was the only journalist in the country from a local television station 
to be represented in Miller Brewing Company’s “Gallery of Greats”.  This 1987 salute to 160 
years of black journalism in American profiled twelve journalists. As an ambassador to the 
community, Clarice spends many of her off-camera hours speaking to civic groups around 
North Texas. She is a sought-after speaker who is also involved with numerous community 
and civic organizations. Clarice is an active supporter of the African American Museum in 
Dallas and serves on the Advisory Board of the St. Phillips’s Community School in South 
Dallas.  
 
Mattie B. White (not pictured)—White founded Austin's first private school for African 
American girls at her residence in 1892. In 1900, she was employed to teach art at the Deaf, 
Dumb, and Blind Institute for Colored Youth (later the Texas Blind, Deaf, and Orphan School), 
a position she held for over forty years. In addition to teaching, she and her husband 
organized the Travis County “Juneteenth” Emancipation Celebration Association, which 
spearheaded a drive to purchase land for a park in East Austin.  

The Smithsonian Community Grant program, funded by MetLife 
Foundation, is a proud sponsor of these public programs.  
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